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not any body [else] whose prosperity has encreased since you left them.
' Murphy is to have his Orphan of China acted next month; and is therefore, I suppose, happy'. I wish I could tell you of any great good to which I was approaching, but at present my prospects do not much delight me; however, I am always pleased when I find that you, dear Sir, remember,
' Your affectionate, humble servant,
' SAM. JOHNSON.'
'Jan. 9, 1758.'
'TO   MR.   BURNEY,   AT   LYNNE,   NORFOLK. ' SIR,
' Your kindness is so great, and my claim to any particular regard from you so little, that I am at a loss how to express my sense of your favours2; but I am, indeed, much pleased to be thus distinguished by you.
' I am ashamed to tell you that my Shakspeare will not be out so soon as I promised my subscribers; but I did not promise them more than I promised myself. It will, however, be published before summer.
' I have sent you a bundle of proposals, which, I think, do not profess more than I have hitherto performed. I have printed many of the plays, and have hitherto left very few passages unexplained; where I am quite at a loss, I confess my ignorance, which is seldom done by commentators3.
'I have, likewise, enclosed twelve receipts; not that I mean to impose upon you the trouble of pushing them, with more importunity than may seem proper, but that you may rather have more than fewer than you shall want. The proposals you will disseminate as there shall be an opportunity. I once printed them at length in the Chronicle, and
traits, and in that part of the art was     end of what he calls ' the first, and particularly successful. In her at-     indeed, the last, disagreeable contempts at oil-painting, however, she     troversy that he ever had with Mr.' did not succeed, which made Rey-     Garrick.' Murphy's Garrick, p. 213. nolds say jestingly, that her pictures        a This letter was an answer to one in that way made other people laugh     in which was enclosed a draft for the and him cry; and as he did not     payment of some subscriptions to approve of her painting in oil, she     his Shakspeare. BOSWELL. generally did it by stealth.' Ib. ii.        3 In the Preface he says:—(Works, 160.                                                     v- J52) ' I have not passed over with 1 Murphy was far from happy.     affected superiority what is equally The play was not produced till April;     difficult to the reader and to myself, by the date of Johnson's letter, he     but where I could not instruct him, had not by auy means reached the     have owned my ignorance.'
some753 when in Devonshire he charged five guineas a  head (Taylor's Reynolds, i. 89);  shortly afterwards, when he removed to London, twelve guineas (il>. p. 101);  in 1764, thirty guineas ;   for a whole length 150 guineas (ib. p. 224).    Northcote writes    that    'he    sometimes    has lamented the  being interrupted  in his work  by idle visitors,   saying, " those persons do not consider that my time is worth to me five guineas an hour."'    Northcote's Reynolds, i. 83.
